Town Board Meeting– Work Session
Town of Bergen 
August 11th, 2026
 Town Hall- 10 Hunter Street, Bergen New York
Work Session Minutes


August 11, 2026		BERGEN TOWN BOARD		WORK SESSION

The Bergen Town Board convened in a work session at 6:00 pm at the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding at 6:00 pm.

PRESENT:						ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Haywood				     Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk
Deputy Supervisor Grant			     Joel Pocock, Highway Superintendent
Councilperson Swanson
Councilperson Anderson

ABSENT:  Councilperson Ely


OTHER ATTENDENCE:  Tim Donovan, Albert Donovan, Justin Russell, Lee Blair, Mike Merritt


I.  Call to Order 6:00 pm

Prayer Almighty God, as we meet today to conduct matters of Town business, grant us the wisdom to remember as we work that we are servants of our constituency. Assist us to be sure our decisions should be in the best interests of the Town and its citizens, entirely unblemished by any thoughts of personal benefit. Amen.

Pledge to the flag

Supervisor welcomed participants- Advised them to sign in and indicate if they wish to speak during Privilege of the Floor, after the board discussion. Speaking is limited to 2 minutes per participant.  Supervisor Also shared 
1. This is a work session and no board action will be taken – The Board will hear from those in attendance, if they so wish to speak after the discussion under Privilege of the Floor.
1. The board will not necessarily respond to questions they will hear what participants have say and take it under advisement.



II. Board Member discussion regarding Rules and Regulations for Parks, Nature Centers, and Recreation Areas.  

Supervisor Haywood shared the following;
As Resolution 32-2026, adopted at the July 21, 2026 Town Meeting, amending Chapter 137 Parks, Nature Centers, Recreation Areas, has not been filed with the Secretary of State as required in order to be effective and as such the Robins Brook, Drew’s Nature Center and West Shore Recreation Area Rules and Regulations adopted by the Town Board at the July21, 2026 meeting are not in effect.  And
Whereas, the Town Board unintentionally included the West Shore Recreation Area in the local law and rules/regulations which would prohibit currently allowable activities within in the West Shore Recreation Area, 
I Recommend to the board that
At the Board meeting on 8/18/2026 resolutions to rescind the Resolution 32-2026 amending Chapter 137 Parks, Nature Centers and Recreation Areas, and to rescind the resolution creating rules and regulations for the Robins Brook Park, Drew’s Nature Center and West Shore Recreation Area. be considered by the board.
In addition, I recommend that the board evaluate what rules for use of facilities and recreation areas that may be necessary to assure for safety of users, protect the liability of the town and assure for the appropriate use of facilities and areas within the Robins Brook Park, Drews Nature Center and West Shore Recreation Area That are not already addressed in local, state of federal law.


· Supervisor’s Update on Actions to address concerns 


After a board discussion the board members in attendance agree to include the following resolutions on the agenda for the 8/18 town board meeting

1. Rescinding Town of Bergen Board Resolution 32-2026 Local Law 6 Amending Chapter 137 of the Bergen Town Code Parks, Nature Centers, Recreation Areas adopted at the July 21, 2026, Bergen Town Board meeting.
1. Rescinding Town Board of Bergen Board Resolution-Adopting Rules and Regulations for Robins Brook Park, Drew’s Nature Center and West Shore Recreation Area. Adopted at the July 21, 2026, Bergen Town Board Meeting.



· Proposed Changes in Parks, Nature Centers and Recreation Areas Local Law

	Discussion of changing name of West Shore/Linear Park
	
	


· Proposed Changes to Town of Bergen Rules and Regulations- Robins Brook, Drew’s Nature Center and West Shore Recreation Area

		Discussion for separate rules for each location
		

II. Privilege of the Floor 

		Lee Blair shared concerns how important West Shore/Linear Park is to hunters 			gaining access to the Bergen Swamp.

		Tim Donovan discussed moving the gate closer to Drews Nature Center and 			would the town be willing to sell West Shore/Linear Park.

		Justin Russell discussed the possibility of changing West Shore/Linear Park to a 			corridor trails.

		Al Donovan discussed the trails in the Adirondacks are corridor trail.



IV. Adjournment  Councilperson Grant made a motion to adjourn at 7:12 pm; seconded by Councilperson Anderson.






Respectfully submitted

Teresa Robinson

Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk

