June16, 2026	         BERGEN TOWN BOARD	          REGULAR MEETING
Approved
The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 6:45 pm audit of the bills; The Town Board Meeting convened in a regular session in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding at 7:00 pm.


PRESENT:					            	 ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernie Haywood           			 Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk
Councilperson Belinda Grant				 Joel Pocock, Highway Superintendent 
Councilperson Karen Ely
Councilperson Mark Swanson
Councilperson Cindy Anderson 
				
ABSENT:  

OTHER ATTENDENCE:    Jim MacConnell, Jamie Charters, Mike Stuart, Frank Strock, Deborah Godlove, Nancy Roche, Ruth Morse, Deborah Godlove, Gina Pestillo.

PRAYER:  Almighty God, as we meet today to conduct matters of Town business, grant us the wisdom to remember as we work that we are servants of our constituency. Assist us to be sure our decisions should be in the best interests of the Town and its citizens, entirely unblemished by any thoughts of personal benefit. Amen.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:



PUBLIC HEARING:  7:00 pm Public Hearing – Proposed Local Law 4 of 2026 Amending Chapter 475 of the Bergen Town Code to allow Comfort Care as accessory to an existing religious institution in Residential – Agricultural RA-40 Zones upon the issuance of a special use permit.  Councilperson Swanson made a motion to open the Public Hearing; seconded by Councilperson Anderson.

		Ayes:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
		Nays:  None

Councilperson Swanson made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:35 pm; seconded by Councilperson Anderson.

		Ayes:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
		Nays:  None


PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  The following attendees spoke on behalf of the proposed Comfort Care Home:  Jim MacConnell, Frank Strock, Jamie Charters, Deborah Godlove, Gina Pestillo.


       
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR:  Councilperson Ely made a motion to approve the Town Board Minutes of 5/19/2026 with the amendment of Deputy Supervisor Grant presiding; seconded by Councilperson Swanson.                                   

	Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
	Nays: None
	Abstained: 				APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)



COMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION included with this agenda:

1. Supervisor Report for May 2026
2. Financial Statements for May 2026 
3. Town Clerks Report for May 2026
4. ZEO/CEO Report for May 2026 
5. Mercy EMS report for April2026 
6. Thank you to the BBCA
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BOARD MEMBERS’ ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA:  
	
· The American Legion is asking for $680.00 for the flowers & flags for the Cemetery.
· Resolution for the Comprehensive Plan
· Request for the Deputy Town Clerk, Planning & Zoning Chairpersons, Assessor, and Code Enforcement Officer to attend Board Meetings.


REPORTS:

	SUPERVISOR: 

		Meetings:
· 5/18/26- Joel, Belinda, Teresa and I met with attorneys to better understand Labor Laws.
· 5/28/26- I attended the day long Genesee Finger Lakes – Spring Local Governmental Workshop at Genesee Community College.  The information presented was very informative and timely as we look at proposed Battery Energy Storage System Law. 
· 5/27/26- I attended Genesee County Chamber of Commerce Business after hours tour at the Firing Pin. 
· 4/30/26- Joel, Vince, Teresa and I met with our Architect and a representative from Thompson build to discuss the renovations to add a court conference room at the town hall. 
Activities and Updates:
· Robins Brook Park- Bathroom:   BOCES was able to install some of the roof rafters this month. If time allows prior to the end of the BOCES school year, they will install the rest of the roof rafters and roof. 
· Drew’s Nature Center:   Throughout the month additional information was provided to the Genese County Soil and Water District so they could complete and follow up on our application to both the NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation and the Army Corp of Engineers for permits for BOCES students to complete the proposed improvements at the Drew’s Nature Center.  We are awaiting approval from both agencies to proceed.
· Stone Church – Comfort Care Proposal:   I have had conversations with Frand Strock from Comfort Care regarding the proposed comfort care home at Stone Church.  The conversations centered around assuring the language in the proposed zoning law revision was adequate.
· Mortgage Tax Revenue:  The Town received first of two 2026 Mortgage tax payments this month.  The amount was higher than in the past several years. Specifically, in 2023 our first payment was $12,518, in 2024 it was $14,490, in 2025 it was $14,531 and for this year it was $24,413.
· Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and Data/Cryptocurrency Facilities:  In preparation for the development of our own laws, have reviewed laws Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) and Data/Cryptocurrency Facilities laws from the Towns of Sweden, and Massena as well as from the NYS Energy Research and Development Agency (NYSERDA).  I anticipate having a sample law for both the BESS and Data/Cryptocurrency Facilities to present to a committee for consideration. I will be discussing with the board the membership on a committee to work on drafted both laws for the Town Boards consideration. I would recommend including, our CEO/ZEO, Planning Board Chair, Zoning Board Chair, Leisa Starbel, my assistant, a community member who has expressed interest (Kelly Hallenbeck) and a board member.  The moratoriums that were passed last month will expire in nine months at which time we will have to have our laws in place.
· Town Hall HVAC units:  The two HVAC units at the town hall are on their “last legs”.  We have authorized repairs to get the air conditioner operational this month.  I have also requested a quote and am working on a request for bid for the replacement of the two HVAC units with Heat Pumps.  I have also had an inquiry into the Village Electric service to see if we could get any rebates on installing more energy efficient units.  As the town hall is in the Village Electric’s Franchise area we do not qualify for an RG&E rebate.
· Fire Department MOU for Future Lease:   I received and reviewed the Fire Department’s comments and proposed changes to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Town and Fire Department that sets forth the principal terms to be incorporated into a new lease agreement commencing on 1/1/2029.  The MOU covers principal/key terms and as such the remaining provisions, not covered in the MOU, are subject to future negotiations as well.
Respectfully Submitted

Ernie Haywood, Supervisor
 	Town of Bergen


TOWN CLERK: 

· Attended the meetings as Supervisor Haywood discussed
· Working on cleaning out some old files – keeping them but re organizing.
· Purchased the new AED pads in the townhall
· Set up a system to inventory and replace items as needed for housekeeping.
· Set up the email address for the 250th photo contest



BOARD MEMBERS:   Nothing to Report


HIGHWAY: 

· Working on crack sealing roads
· Waiting on contractor to repair the library roof – Councilperson Swanson will reach out to contractor.
· Robins Brook bathroom – septic has been completed.  Tompson Builds will be working on the concrete within the next couple weeks.
· BOCES teachers will be coming out to finish the roof on the bathroom.
· Working on the library plumbing, A.D. Call & Sons came out to check the sewer tank and found the inlet/outlet on the sewer tank are at the same level causing the back up.

         
 COMMITTEES:  

Buildings, Grounds, Facilities (Cemeteries) and Parks:   
	Discussed prior

  		Parks:   Discussed prior      
                                         
 		Local History & Museum:  Nothing to report
         
  		Policy and Personnel:  Nothing to report



OLD BUSINESS:  

	250 Year Celebration – Kick off for the photo contest has started and the photos are due by June 27, 2026.


NEW BUSINESS:  



1. Discussions:
	
	Guidance Reference Document for Town Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeal 	Officials. 

	Battery Energy Storage Facilities, and Data Cryptocurrency Facilities – proposal Local Law 	Committee Membership – Councilperson Swanson has volunteered for the committee.

	Proposed Parks, Nature Centers, Recreations Areas Code and Rules – A Public Hearing will be 	held at the next board meeting, July 21, 2026.

	Request from Senator Borrello for a resolution in support of the Constitution Pipeline Project









       2.  RESOLUTIONS

	RESOLUTION _27-2026_____	Authorizing Public Hearing on Local Law _6_ of 2026 Amending Chapter 137 Parks, Nature Centers, Recreation Areas of the Bergen Town Code

WHEREAS,	the Bergen Town Board is desirous of amending Chapter 137 Parks, Nature Centers, Recreation Areas of the Bergen Town Code for the purposed of clarifying certain language and regulations.

WHEREAS,	the Bergen Town Board is required to hold a Public Hearing on the proposed amendments prior to the passage of this Local Law.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

Sec. 1.	That the Bergen Town Board calls a Public Hearing to hear all persons for or against the Adoption of Local Law _6__ of 2026 amending Chapter 137 Parks, Nature Centers, Recreation Areas on Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 7:00 pm at the Bergen Town Hall, 10 Hunter Street, Bergen, New York.

Sec. 2. 	That the Bergen Town Clerk is directed to advertise this hearing in the official newspaper of the Town in accordance with Town Law §131.

Sec. 3.	That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Motion for adoption:  Councilperson Grant
Second:  Councilperson Ely

Discussion:

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD:

Councilperson Anderson - AYE
Councilperson Ely - AYE
Deputy Supervisor Grant - AYE
Councilperson Swanson - AYE
Supervisor Haywood - AYE


Submitted June 16, 2026





RESOLUTION ___28-2026___		Adopting Local Law _5_ of 2026 Amending 
Chapter 475 of the Bergen Town Code

WHEREAS,	the Bergen Town Board has determined that it is in the best interests of the Town of Bergen to amend Chapter 475 Zoning of the Bergen Town Code; and
WHEREAS,	a duly advertised Public Hearing was held by the Town Board at the Town Hall, 10 Hunter Street, Bergen on June 16, 2026 at 7 pm to hear all persons interested in the adoption of Local Law No. _5__ of 2026 Amending Chapter 475 of the Bergen Town Code; and
WHEREAS,	all persons desiring to be heard were heard and due deliberation having been had.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
Sec. 1.	That Chapter 475 Zoning of the Bergen Town Code be amended as follows:
	Section 5 Definitions
	Add “Comfort Care Services: A facility specialized for supportive care designed to improve the quality of life for patients with serious or terminal illnesses by focusing on pain management, symptom relief, and emotional support.”
	Section 32 B. The following uses are permitted in Residential-Agricultural RA-40 Zones upon issuance of a special use permit:
	Add “(14) Comfort Care Services as accessory to an existing Religious institution.”


Sec. 2.	That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen hereby adopts Local Law No. __5_ of 2026 Amending Chapter 475 Zoning of the Bergen Town Code.

Sec. 3.	That the Town Clerk is authorized and directed to file a complete copy of Local Law No. _5__ of 2026 with the Secretary of State, as required by law.

Sec. 4. 	That this resolution shall take effect immediately.


Motion for adoption:  Councilperson Anderson
Second:  Councilperson Grant
Discussion:

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD:
Councilperson Anderson - AYE
Councilperson Ely - NAY
Deputy Supervisor Grant - AYE
Councilperson Swanson - AYE
Supervisor Haywood - AYE

Submitted June 16, 2026
RESOLUTION NO. 29-2026                Authorize Bids for Air Handling Units Bergen Town Hall

WHEREAS,	Registered Architect David Strabel has prepared specifications for work pertaining to the replacement of air handling units at the Bergen Town Hall.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
Sec. 1.	That the Bergen Town Board hereby authorizes the bidding of the air handling units as per specifications prepared by the Architect. 

Sec. 2.	That a Bid Date will be established in the Bid Notice.

Sec. 3.	That the Bid Notice will be advertised as required by law.

Sec. 4.	That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

MOTION for adoption of this resolution by:  Councilperson Grant
					             Seconded by:  Councilperson Anderson

Discussion:

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD:
		                          
						                          Councilperson Anderson - AYE
Councilperson Ely - AYE			
Councilperson Grant - AYE		
			                          Councilman Swanson - AYE
		                           Supervisor Haywood - AYE	


Submitted – June 16, 2026	











RESOLUTION 30-2026			SUPPORT SUBMISSION A SMART GROWTH PLANNING 							GRANT APPLICATION BY THE TOWN OF BERGEN


WHEREAS:	the New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) is offering grant funding for communities to 		Complete Smart Growth Comprehensive Plans as part of the 2026 Regional Economic 			Development Council Consolidated Funding Application (CFA); and  

WHEREAS:      a Comprehensive Plan is a short and long-term planning document that sets forth land use 		policies that express a vision for the future as well as goals and actions to achieve that vision; 		and

WHEREAS:     a Comprehensive Plan includes a strong public participation process to develop public 		            consensus on a Vision for the future through community visioning, public meetings and 		            workshops; and

WHEREAS:    the grant requires a 15% match of which half would come from the Town.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town of Bergen Board does hereby enthusiastically support the submission of a 2026 CFA application for the Smart Growth Planning Program.


Motion for adoption:  Councilperson Ely

Second: Councilperson Grant 

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD:
		                          Councilperson Anderson - AYE
Councilperson Ely - AYE			
Councilperson Grant - AYE		
			                          Councilman Swanson - AYE
		                           Supervisor Haywood - AYE	

Submitted – June 16, 2026
















3.  Action/Motion Items:
		
	- Approval for permit of the Affordable Great Locations Mobile Home Park.    	  	 Councilperson Grant made a Motion to Approve the Affordable Great Locations Mobile Home Park; seconded by Councilperson Anderson. 
		AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
		NAYS: 
		Approved by Vote (5-0)
			
	- Approval of the Town of Bergen Guidance Reference Document for Town Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals for dissemination to all members of said Board.  Councilperson Grant made a Motion to Approve the Town of Bergen Guidance Reference Document for Town Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals for dissemination to all members of said Board; seconded by Councilperson Ely.
		AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
		NAYS: 
		Approved by Vote (5-0)
		
	- Authorize the Supervisor to execute the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Town and Bergen Fire Dept. to set forth the principal terms to be incorporated into a new lease commencing on 1/1/2029.  The remaining provision of the existing lease, not addressed on the MOU, shall remain subject to negotiations and inclusion in the new lease.  Councilperson Grant                  made a Motion to Authorize the Supervisor to execute the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Town and Bergen Fire Dept. to set forth the principal terms to be incorporated into a new lease commencing on 1/1/2029.  The remaining provision of the existing lease, not addressed on the MOU, shall remain subject to negotiations and inclusion in the new lease; seconded by Councilperson Anderson. 
		AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
		NAYS: 
		Approved by Vote (5-0)


	Motion to file the Town Clerk’s Report for May 2026.  Councilperson Anderson made a 			Motion to file the Clerks Feb. 2026 report; seconded by Councilperson Grant.  

	AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
	NAYS: 
	Approved by Vote (5-0)

	
	Motion to File the Supervisor’s May 2026 report.  Councilperson Swanson made a Motion to 	file the Supervisor’s Feb.  2026 report; seconded by Councilperson Anderson.  

	AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
	NAYS: 				Approved by Vote (5-0)
Motion to approve the request of Sackett-Merrill-White; American Legion Post 575 to purchase/pay for the grave flags and flowers for Memorial Day in the amount of $ 680.00.  
Councilperson Grant made a motion to approve the request of Sackett-Merrill-White; American Legion Post 575 to purchase/pay for the grave flags and flowers for Memorial Day in the amount of $ 680.00; seconded by Councilperson Anderson.  

AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
NAYS: 
Approved by Vote (5-0)




Approval to pay bills and authorize the bookkeeper to transfer funds necessary to the checking account to pay the bills.

Approval to pay the bills and authorizing the board to pay the bills and authorizing the bookkeeper to transfer of funds necessary to the checking account to pay the bills: The bills were presented for audit and totaled $ 189,745.24; General A Fund $ 57,954.15; General B $ 6,033.29; Highway DA $ 120,287.08; Highway DB $ 5,470.72

Councilperson Swanson made a motion to pay the bills; seconded by Councilperson Ely.


AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
NAYS: 
Approved by Vote (5-0)


MEETING AND OTHER UPCOMING DATES – Upcoming Regular Town Board Meeting July 21, 2026 at 7:00 pm; 6:45 audit of the bills.


ADJOURNMENT Was at 9:10 pm on a motion made by Councilperson Grant; seconded by Councilperson Ely.

[bookmark: _Hlk159426891]	AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Anderson
	NAYS: 
	Approved by Vote (5-0)



Respectfully submitted

Teresa Robinson

Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk


